
 
 

February 9, 2015 
 
Mary Nichols, Chairman 
California Air Resources Board 
1001 I Street, PO Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Re: Support for LCFS  
 
Dear Chairman Nichols and Members of the Air Resources Board:  
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors and member companies of the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group, I am writing to offer our support of the California Air Resources Board’s continued 
leadership on our state’s pioneering climate policies and to urge the swift re-adoption of the 
Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS). The Silicon Valley Leadership Group, founded in 1978 by 
David Packard of Hewlett-Packard, represents almost 400 of Silicon Valley’s most respected 
educational institutions and high-tech, bio-tech, and clean-tech employers; our members 
collectively provide nearly one of every three private sector jobs in Silicon Valley.   
 
We support the LCFS and believe it is an important component of the state’s overall strategy to 
reduce greenhouse gas and other harmful air emissions and drive clean tech innovation. 
Further, we believe that continuing the transition to lower carbon transportation fuels helps: 

 

 Diversify the state’s fuel supply mix and drive innovation.  From 2011 to 2013 
alternative fuels comprised a steadily increasing share of transportation energy use in 
California

i
 and the clean fuels market has grown faster than anticipated. 

ii
   

 

 Save consumers money. Introducing choice in the market drives competition which will 
help California households save money on their transportation fuel bills.  This is 
complemented by other policies such as more fuel efficient cars and mass transit.  

 

 Improve air quality. The LCFS has already cut carbon emissions by about 9 million metric 
tons, the equivalent of removing almost 2 million passenger cars from the road each year.
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By 2020, it is estimated the LCFS can help reduce emissions by 35 million metric tons, the 
equivalent of removing about 7 million passenger cars from the road per year.
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 Improve public health. It is estimated that the LCFS will result in $1.4 to $4.8 billion in 
societal benefits by 2020, accruing from reduced air pollution.

v
 The benefits could be even 

greater, $10.4 billion by 2020 and $23.1 billion by 2025, when other state fuels policies are 
included.
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 Secure California’s cleantech market leadership. California has approximately 40,000 
businesses serving advanced energy markets, employing roughly 431,800 people.

vii
  It is 

estimated that the LCFS could contribute up to 9,100 new jobs, and potentially many more 
if the state continues to attract more clean fuel providers.
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We believe that there is a strong business case for clean fuels, and that clean air and a growing 
economy go hand-in-hand.  We applaud your leadership and urge you to re-adopt the LCFS. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mike Mielke 
Senior Vice President, Environment and Energy 
Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
408-501-7858 

 

2001 Gateway Place, Suite 101E 
San Jose, California  95110 

(408)501-7864 svlg.org 
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Board Officers: 
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KEN KANNAPPAN, Vice Chair 
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JOHN ADAMS, Secretary/Treasurer 
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TOM WERNER, Former Chair 
SunPower 

AART DE GEUS, Former Chair 
Synopsys 

STEVE BERGLUND, Former Chair  
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Kaiser Permanente 
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HELEN BURT 

Pacific Gas & Electric 
DAVID CUSH 

Virgin America 
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BD Biosciences 
CHRISTOPHER DAWES 

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 
MICHAEL ENGH, S.J. 
Santa Clara University 

TOM FALLON 
Infinera Corporation 

BRANT FISH 
Chevron Corporation 

HANK FORE 
Comcast 

KEN GOLDMAN 
Yahoo! 

RAQUEL GONZALEZ 
Bank of America 

DOUG GRAHAM 
Lockheed Martin Space Systems 

LAURA GUIO 
IBM 

JAMES GUTIERREZ 
Insikt 

JEFFREY M. JOHNSON 
San Francisco Chronicle 

GARY LAUER 
eHealth 

ENRIQUE LORES 
HP 

MATT MAHAN 
Brigade 

TARKAN MANER 
Nexenta 

KEN MCNEELY 
AT&T 

STEVEN MILLIGAN 
Western Digital Corporation 

KEVIN MURAI 
Synnex 

JES PEDERSON 
Webcor 

KIM POLESE 
ClearStreet 

MO QAYOUMI 
San Jose State University 

VIVEK RANADIVÉ 
TIBCO 

STEVEN ROSSI 
Bay Area News Group 

ALAN SALZMAN 
VantagePoint Capital Partners 

RON SEGE 
Echelon Corporation 

ROSEMARY TURNER 
UPS 

RICK WALLACE 
KLA-Tencor 

DAN WARMENHOVEN 
NetApp, Inc. 
JED YORK 

San Francisco 49ers 
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CC: Governor Jerry Brown 

Senate President pro Tempore Kevin DeLeón 
Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins 
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